
Phonics Parent 

Workshop



Aims

 To share how phonics is taught.

 To develop parents’ confidence in helping their 

children with phonics and reading

 To teach the basics of phonics and some useful 

phonics terms

 To outline the different stages in phonic development 

 To give parents an opportunity to ask questions



What is phonics and 

how can I help my 

child at home?



Phonics is all about using …

skills for reading and 

spelling

Learning phonics will help your child to 

become a good reader and writer.

Phonics is taught daily throughout the 

Foundation Stage and KS1.

At the end of Year 1 all children take 

part in a Phonics screening check.



Phonic terms your child will 

learn at school

 Phonemes: The smallest units of sound that are found 

within a word

 Grapheme: The spelling of the sound e.g. th

 Digraph: Two letters that make one sound when read

 Trigraphs: Three letters that make one sound

 CVC: Stands for consonant, vowel, consonant

 Segmenting: breaking up a word into its sounds to write

 Blending: Putting the sounds together to read a word

 Tricky words: Words that cannot easily be decoded



How we teach Phonics

 In 2017 we adopted the Storytime Phonics scheme.

 The uniqueness of StoryTime Phonics is that the synthetic phonics 

teaching opportunities are embedded within the context of real books, 

which make them want to read for pleasure. 

 Multi-sensory and fun!



The Phonics Fairy

 Each day the phonics fairy visits the class and leaves 

them a book covered in fairy dust. 

 She reads them the story or on occasion the characters 

from the story come to visit. 



e, e, egg drop

http://ttsstorytimephonics.co.uk/


Caption Actions

 In EYFS they will have the caption in their Phonics 

Packs. 

http://ttsstorytimephonics.co.uk/


Phase 1:

Getting ready for phonics

1. Tuning into sounds

2. Listening and remembering sounds

3. Talking about sounds

Music and movement

Rhythm and rhyme

Sound effects

Speaking and listening skills



Phase 2:

Learning phonemes to read 

and write simple words

 Children will learn their first 19 phonemes:  

Set 1:  s  a  t  p    Set 2:  i n   m  d

Set 3:  g  o  c  k    Set 4: ck (as in duck)  e  u  r

Set 5:  h   b  l   f      ff (as in puff)   ll (as in hill)     
ss (as in hiss)

 They will use these phonemes to read and 
spell simple “consonant-vowel-consonant” 
(CVC) words:  

sat, tap, dig, duck, rug, puff, hill, hiss

All these words contain 3 phonemes.



Saying the sounds

 Sounds should be articulated clearly and precisely.

 Make sure you use the pure sound, not adding a schwa e.g /p/ 

not /puh/.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


Phonics Words

Your children will learn to use the term:

Blending
 Children need to be able to hear the separate 

sounds in a word and then blend them together 
to say the whole word .



Blending

/b/  /e/  /d/ = bed

/t/  /i/  /n/  = tin

/m/  /u/  /g/= mug

/sh/ /o/ /p/ = shop



Phonics Words

Your children will learn to use the term:

Segmenting 

 Children need to be able to hear a whole word 

and say every sound that they hear .



Segmenting

bed =    /b/  /e/ /d/

tin=      /t/  /i/ /n/

mug=    /m/ /u/ /g/

shop = /sh/ /o/ /p/ 



Phoneme frame and sound 

buttons and zips

f i sh

c a t

.          .        .

.          .      _



Phoneme frames activity

How many phonemes are in these 

words?

log      

duck

fill



Tricky Words

There are many words that cannot be 

blended or segmented because they are 

irregular.

Tricky Troll likes to play tricks on children and see 

if they can read his tricky troll words.



Phase 3:Learning the long 

vowel phonemes

 Children will enter phase 3 once they know 

the first 19 phonemes and can blend and 

segment to read and spell CVC words.

 They will learn another 26 phonemes:

 j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu

 ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, 

ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er

 They will use these phonemes (and the ones from 

Phase 2) to read and spell words.



Phase 5

 Teach new graphemes for reading 

ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, ph, ew, oe, au, 

a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e

Learn alternative pronunciations of graphemes 
(the same grapheme can represent more than one 
phoneme):

Fin/find,  hot/cold,  cat/cent,  got/giant,  
but/put, cow/blow,  tie/field,  eat/bread,  
farmer/her, hat/what,  yes/by/very,  
chin/school/chef, out/shoulder/could/you. 



Teaching the split digraph

tie time

toe tone

cue cube

pie                              pine



Is there anything I can do at 

home?

y e s



Now you have the knowledge…

 Play lots of listening games for example, I spy…

 Use the phonics packs to make words.

 Stick sounds on items that start with that letter 
sound. 

 At home, on car journeys, outings get children to 
find as many things they can with a certain sound.

 Let them hear sounds “fetch me your c-oa-t.

 Encourage and praise, get them to have a good 
guess!

 Make it fun and in short sharp bursts!



At home - Useful websites 

 Games and resources linked to each phase of Letters and Sounds: 

 http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/  

 http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/alphablocks/ 

 http://www.mrthornedoesphonics.com/ 

 http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/kentict/content/games/literacy_menu.html 

 http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html 

 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=40 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/longvow/poems/fpoem.shtml 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/phonics/index.shtml



Phonics Screening Check

 All children in Year 1 across England will take part in a phonics decoding

check, where the results will be published. Some words included are

referred to pseudo words (Beegu words). It is expected to test their

knowledge of phase 2-5 phonemes/graphemes.



Thank you for taking the time to 
attend this meeting. As it’s only 
an overview of what goes on in 
the classroom, please do not 

hesitate to come and ask me or 
any member of staff questions 

you may have at any time 
during your child’s time at 
Wyton on the Hill Primary 

School.



and remember…

Learning to read 

should be fun for 

both children and 

parents.


